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WESTWOOD CIVIC MEETINGS

HELLO EVERYONE,
I'm proud to announce there has been a lot going on in Westwood
to make things better for future generations. The Westwood/East
Westwood youth council kickoff went off with a blast Saturday February 11th. A lot of kids and adults from both communities attended, for ice breaker activities, entertainment, games, and food.
WCA is happy to support a youth led movement in Westwood in
order to develop our future leaders. The Youth Council initiative
came out of focus group work Westwood Uniting to Stop the Violence participants did at two community events held at United
Methodist Church over the past two years. The old adage “it takes
a village to raise a child”, comes to mind here. The thought being,
by creating a safe place for kids to grow and develop we take responsibility for them as a community. WCA's hope for this initiative
is for youth to be challenged, gain confidence, and resist negative
influences, in order to have a brighter future.
On February 24th there was a Free wienie Friday and game night
for youth 12-18. On Saturday the 25th there was a youth engagement and leadership session facilitated by Youth at the Center, a
youth engagement partner. There are many more events and opportunities for engagement in the near future. Please get involved
and get your kids involved in this effort info@westwoodcivic.org/
youth.
Thank you!
Shawnteé Stallworth Schramm

• Steering Committee Meetings are held at Westwood
Town Hall, 7:00pm, on the
second Tuesday of Jan,
April, July, & October
• General Membership Meetings are held at Westwood
Town Hall, 7:00pm, on the
third Tuesday of each
month.
• ALL meetings are open to
the public. EVERYONE is
welcome!

Westwood Flags are Back!
$30 Order yours today!c.org
info@westwoodcivic.org

MERCY HIGH SCHOOL CLOSURE

I'm sure all of you have heard about the closing of Mercy and are wondering what the community groups in
Westwood are doing. Like everyone else we were shocked and saddened by the announcement. Although
after the initial shock of the announcement wore off, the emails, texts and phone calls between community
leaders and board members of each community group began to circulate. A call to meet and discuss the
situation jointly was issued.
Fortunately, the Westwood Coalition had a regularly scheduled meeting last night. At the meeting the closure and realignment at Mercy High School was discussed. The Principal at Mercy High School, Dave
Mueller also attended that meeting. He gave a factual overview of how the events unfolded and the rationale behind the selection of which school to close. He was hit hard by this chain of events, and like you,
the students and faculty found out just yesterday. During the discussion he fielded quite a few questions
from Coalition members. When questions were exhausted, he offered to facilitate a meeting with the Mercy
administration and community leadership. The Coalition accepted that invitation. This will be our first opportunity to express to the Sisters of Mercy how important the historic building and grounds are to the community of Westwood. It will also be our first (and certainly not last) opportunity to talk about the future of the
building and grounds.
The four Westwood community groups that make up the Coalition (WCA, West CURC, Historical and Westwood Works) are working jointly to address the situation. Their goal is to work cooperatively with the Sisters
of Mercy, the City and the community to come up with a solution that will not negatively impact the neighborhood of Westwood. The Coalition members choose to remain positive about the future possibilities of
the building and grounds.

We've also been in contact with Mayor Cranley and several members of City Council. The Mayor is deeply
saddened about the closing and like us, he is concerned about the future plans for the site. He's made several offers of support to the community, which are greatly appreciated.
A Response from the Mayor today:
"I will organize a meeting with COO and Mercy administration at City Hall. I will make it clear to them that
this building and the grounds are important to Westwood and the city. Must be treated with respect."
That's all I have for now. I hope you take some comfort in knowing that lots of reasonable, level headed and
dedicated community servants are working to find an equitable solution for everyone.

Sincerely,
Shawntee' Stallworth Schramm
President, Westwood Civic Association
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Gazebo Eagle Scout Project
Payton Lynch, a freshman at Oak Hills High School has taken on the fundraising and building as his Eagle
Scout project. The Gazebo will provide a space for educational workshops and community events at the
garden, as well as a shelter and gathering place for gardeners working in the garden. We anticipate breaking ground this fall. Watch for newsletter updates. Meet Payton at our Garden Kickoff at Westwood Town
Hall March 30 and see his presentation at 7pm.
The estimated cost of the gazebo project is $9,000.00. WCG is pleased to announce fundraising has begun. Payton and the Westwood Community Gardens, have already received donations totaling $1,500.00,
and we are continuing to fundraise for the balance of $7,500.00. Funds can be donated by contacting Payton at westwoodeagleproject2017@gmail.com or donating online at https://www.gofundme.com/
westwoodeagleproject2017.

Garden space available for rent!
New gardeners are welcome.
Just $25 for a raised bed or farm row (plus twelve hours of service on the site) you can join other gardeners in growing produce and community in Westwood. Applications are available online at http://
westwoodcivic.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/WCG-plot-application-2017.pdf for 2017.

Thank you to all of our planter adopters who kept the neighborhood looking lovely!
Applications are now being accepted for the 2017 growing season! Fill out the form, and a pot will be assigned to you (we only have a few left!), then you plant it (by May 15th), and keep it watered and weeded
for the season.
More details will be sent to adopters. Sign up at westwoodcivic.org/initiatives/adopt-a-pot/

Gamble-Nippert YMCA has many opportunities for
employment, right around the corner!
Students! Make your voice heard and help drive positive
change in your neighborhood!
Cincinnati United Youth Council is a youth-led movement
that empowers teens to have a voice and plan positive
activities to make a difference in their community.
The council is open to students 12–18. Sign up
at cincyunited.org
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Positions include School Age and Camp Coordinator, Summer Camp Counselor, Preschool Assistant
Teacher, Lifeguard, and Swim Instructor. Also, we
are now able to offer LIFEGUARD TRAINING
FREE.
See more at http://myy.org/work-at-the-Y. Be Part of
Something Great.

Westwood Historical Society Meeting
The Ten Restaurants That Shaped Cincinnati
Wednesday, March 8, 2017, 7:00 pm

Westwood First Presbyterian Church
(3011 Harrison Avenue, entrance and parking off of Koenig Avenue)

Dann Woellert has become an authority on Cincinnati food and eateries. He digs into the backstory on
just about any food topic that comes to mind connected to Greater Cincinnati, from various ethnic foods,
snack foods, ingredients, people behind the food, festivals, and everything in between. He shares this
information on his blog: https://dannwoellertthefoodetymologist.wordpress. com/
Dann is the author of Authentic History of Cincinnati Chili and Historic Restaurants of Cincinnati. Based
on his research, he has identified restaurants that have left their mark on Cincinnati. Which do you think
he picked? Come to the meeting and see if your list matches Dann's! All are welcome.
Cincinnati & Westwood Railroad Walking Tour

Presented by the Cincinnati Museum Center Heritage Programs
in conjunction with the Westwood Historical Society
Saturday, April 29 at 2 p.m.
Meeting Location: Westwood Town Hall at 3017 Harrison Avenue
Approximate Mileage: 2 miles
The Cincinnati & Westwood Railroad began operations as a narrow gauge railroad in 1875, to provide a
reliable way to move people between the Village of Westwood and the Cincinnati city basin. Starting with
a tour of Westwood Town Hall, learn about the railroad's history, its impact on the growth of Westwood,
and the role of two of its major champions, James N. Gamble and Michael Werk. You will crisscross the
C&WRR right of way as you walk down neighborhood streets, view the restored Village of Westwood
School clock and bell, and stop in Westwood Library.
$20 for members of Cincinnati Museum Center or the Westwood Historical Society
$25 for non-members
For more information and to register, call (513) 287-7031 or go to: http://www.cincymuseum.org/
programs/heritage/walking-tours
Westwood Sesquicentennial - 2018

Do you or your family or neighbor have photos or memorabilia of old Westwood or stories or journals describing life in bygone Westwood? Please let us know! If you would like to get involved in the planning
or know of any individuals, groups, institutions, or organization you think should be involved, please contact info@westwoodhistorical.org, or 513-662-1156.
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Calling all athletes age 50 and older! The 2017 Senior Olympics, April 1 – May 26, is a fun and challenging program open to athletes ages 50 and older. The sports include golf, swimming, tennis, track & field and many
more. You can register for the events two ways: ONLINE (the preferred and CHEAPER method) or through mailing in the registration form. There is no on-site registration. ONLINE registration before March 27 is $30; Mail-in
registration prior to March 27is $35; Post-marked registration after March 27 is $40.For more information, please
call the Sr. Olympics InfoLine at 513-352-4012 or email seniorolympics@cincinnati-oh.gov
All registration information and event schedules are available at the following link:

http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/recreation/programs/seniors/southwest-ohio-senior-olympics/

WCA Board

April 2016—April 2017

Officers
President

Shawntee Stallworth Schramm

(513) 364—9025

Vice President

Tom Sauter

Vice President

Karen Strasser

(513) 604-1167

Treasurer

Steve Beckman

(513) 481-0840

Recording Secretary

Sara Overstake

Membership Secretary

Stephen Schramm

(513) 346-9944

Board of Directors
Joe Corso

April Stephens

Emily Reynolds

Larry Eiser

Trinette Zawadzki
Anne Murphy

Henry Frondorf

Joel Kimmet

John Bowen
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SHOP WESTWOOD!

Westword’s Monthly Ad Rates

Want your Westwords electronically?
Subscribe at: http://westwoodcivic.org/
westwords/

Published ~12 times a year by WCA with funds supplied by the Neighborhood Support Program, local
advertisers & membership dues. WCA has 322 active memberships. For information about placing an
ad: info@westwoodcivic.org
$100—Full Page; $50—Half Page; $50—Insert; $25—
7
Quarter Page; $10—Business Card

WANT TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT THE WCA?
WESTWOODCIVIC.ORG

WESTWOOD CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME(S):________________________________________________
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________

• The Constitution

ZIP CODE___________ PHONE NUMBER:______________________

• Strategic plan

E-MAIL ADDRESS:_______________________________

• Newsletter Archives

NUMBER OF ADULTS IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD (VOTING MEMBERS):____

• Meeting information
• Meeting Minutes

CALL ME FOR: VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES____ FUND RAISERS ____

• Local/government links
• Membership forms

NEWSLETTER:

• Email sign up

Annual Dues are $10.00 per household for the electronic version of this
Newsletter, and $15.00 per household for a paper version of this Newsletter
mailed to your residence. Please check above which version you decide, and
make your check of either $10.00 or $15.00 payable to "Westwood Civic
Association" and mail to:

•

And much, much more….

_______ELECTRONIC

________US POST

WCA, P.O. Box 11466, Cincinnati, Ohio 45211
Or you could save a stamp and bring this with you to the next meeting– we’d be happy
to see you!

Westwood Civic Association
P.O. Box 11466
Cincinnati, Ohio 45211
Westwoodcivic.org

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Your membership year end date is printed on the mailing label. If it says 2016, consider renewing soon

