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Presidents Message-

Here we go— another new
year, and another opportunity
to make Westwood better
than ever. We have the
Neighborhood Enhancement
Program to look forward to. (May 15-
August15) We also have a commitment
from city council to help us eliminate some
of our blighted buildings. Where is your
(least) favorite run-down building? Have
you been calling 591-6000 to report prob-
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- —lem properties? If you have, you have

been helping to get these owners to either
bring their properties into compliance, or
have them torn down.

How does this sound?-
“Westwood-
Cincinnati’s largest
neighborhood,
and the Capital of the West
Side”

That is how | have been intro-
ducing our neighborhood at city council
meetings lately.
Q: Are we the largest neighborhood?
A: Yes, by far. 10% of all Cincinnatians
live in Westwood.

Upcoming WCA

@General Membership Meetings

January Regular Meeting-

January 15, 2008 7:30 pm WW Town Hall
February Steering Committee-
February 12, 2008 7:30 pm WW Town Hall

February Regular Meeting-

February 19, 2008 7:30 pm WW Town Hall

Regular meetings are the third Tuesday of each month
7:30 PM Westwood Town Hall.
Steering Committee Meetings are the second Tuesday of
each month. 7:30 PM WTH

Q: Are we the “Capital” of the West Side?
A: That is up to us. We should believe
that our neighborhood is the best. If we
don't, we should be working to

make it the best.

Irene and | recently took a
trip to visit relatives in Geor-
gia. The most prestigious
neighborhood near our rela-
tives is Dunwoody. Every-
body wants to have a Dun-
woody address. But on this trip we were
amused by the tiny new “Dunwoody” signs
on top of many of the street signs far be-
yond the boundaries that we would have
considered Dunwoody. You might have
noticed the same thing here. Everybody
wants to have a Hyde Park address, and
the boundaries seem to expand. Now it
has spread to Oakley. Everybody wants
to live in Oakley. Now Madisonville wants
to capitalize on it's proximity to those
neighborhoods.

| believe that Westwood can and should
be the premier west side neighborhood
that everybody wants to claim as theirs.
Can you imagine a day when a real estate
ad for a Green Township home boasts
“Near Westwood’? | can.

We just need to keep
a positive outlook, and
keep working to im-
prove our neighbor-
hood.

As it stands, there is
no “Dunwoody” or
“Hyde Park” on the
west side. No boom-
ing hub that radiates
prosperity.

| believe that West-
wood can and should
be that hub. We have
the advantage of being
part of “Western Hills”,
while being in the City.
We have an incredible

amount of city resources available to us.
We need to take full advantage of those
resources to improve our neighborhood.

It has taken a while, but the city leaders
are now focusing on one of our biggest
needs— removing blight. The latest budget
has more money for blight removal.

We need to move quickly to access that
funding, and remove a significant number
of run-down buildings.

We need to create a “bank” of vacant
properties ready for future development.
We need to plan for that future develop-
ment.

We need you to come to meetings, and
participate in the revival of Westwood.

But most of all, we need to believe
that Westwood can be the “Capital
of the West Side”

Let's make it happen.

-Jim McNulty

The City of Cincinnati will imple-
ment the Neighborhood En-

hancement Program (NEP) for the
second year in 2008 in the communities
of Clifton Heights/ University Heights/
Fairview (CUF), Westwood, and Evans-
ton.

The program, begun in 2007, brings to-
gether city staff and neighborhood part-
ners for 90 days to focus and integrate
services and community redevelopment
efforts to jumpstart improvements to the
quality of life for residents and busi-
nesses. For 2008, the program is also
launching a volunteer and donation
component to help increase the pro-
gram’s effectiveness.

In 2008 the City will partner with U.S.
Bank for people to donate money and
time to help the quality of life in the
city. The partnership recognizes that

NEP
(Continued on page 2)




Library for these ex-
citing, FREE programs! All
programs are FREE and open
to the public. For information
on any of our programs,

please contact us at 369-4474.

****The library will be OPEN on Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day (1/21/08)
and President’s Day (2/18/08)*****

Children’s Programs:
Preschool Storytime (Ages
3-6)

Bring in your little one for
stories and songs!
Weekly—Wednesdays
10:30 a.m.

Join us for special guest
storyteller, Martha McLeod on 2/20/08!

Dance Dance Revolution (DDR) for
Tweens! (Ages 9-12)

Monday, 1/21/08

2:00-3:00 p.m.

Scooby's Winter Wonderland

Jain us for "That's Snow Ghost" and other
winter episodes of Scooby Doo.

Monday, 2/16/08

2:00 p.m.

BINGO for Kids (Ages 6-10)
Thursdays, 1/24/08, 2/28/08
3:00 p.m.

Teen Programs:

Teens Got Talent: Show off
your talent and compete for
prizes! Singing, Dancing, Art
and more. Sign up to register
your act. (Ages 11-18)
Tuesday, 1/17/08

6:30 p.m.

Teen Spirit: Come have your say in the
Westwood Library! Pizza provided. (Ages
11-18)

Last Wednesday of every month, 1/23/08,
2/27/08 6:30 p.m.

Pillowpalooza: Make a comfy pillow with no
sewing! (Ages 11-18)

Wednesday, 2/6/08

3:00 p.m.

Unvalentine's Day Party (Ages 11-18)
Thursday, 2/14/08
6:30 p.m.

Adult Programs:

Westwood Threads

Bring your needlework projects and join us!

Monthly—First Tuesday of Winter months
6:30 p.m.

GED Practice Test: Earn a
FREE waiver to save the $55
charge to take the official GED
test.

PREREGISTRATION IS RE-
QUIRED. Call 369-4570

Testers must be at least 18 years of age
and show proof of identity to be admitted to
the testing session.

The test takes approximately 4-5 hours to

- complete and must be completed in one -

testing session.
Wednesday, 1/23/08
12-5 p.m.

Evening Book Club:
January title: My Sister's Keeper
Thursday, 1/24/08
7:00 p.m.

February title: Kindred
Thursday, 2/28/08
7:00 p.m.

Yoga Demo

Are fitness & flexibility part of
your New Year's resolution?
Come to Patricia Sheerin's
introductory class, with a mat
and comfy clothes.

Saturday, 1/26/08

10:30 a.m.

Cool Winter Nights: Warm up with a hot
new movie!

Popcorn provided.

Thursday, 2/7/08

6:00 p.m.

Family Programs:
“Read to Reel” Movie: Join us to watch
your favorite books on the big screen!
Popcomn provided! (Recommended for
ages 9 and up)
High School Musical (Rated G)
Wednesday, 1/16/08
3:30-5 p.m.

Rodgers and Hammerstein's Cin-
derella (Rated PG)
(Recommended for ages 9 and
up)

Wednesday, 2/20/07

3:30-5 p.m.

Family Movie and Ice Cream Social
See Walt Disney's Bambi (Rated G) and
enjoy an ice cream treatt— T
Tuesday, 2/26/08

6:30 p.m.

*Funds for programs provided by Friends of
the Public Library and/or the Dater Founda-
tion
Westwood Branch Library
3345 Epworth Avenue
513-369-4474
Hours of Operation:
Monday/Tuesday/Thursday:
Wednesday/ Friday/Saturday:
www.cincinnatilibrary.org

12-8
10-6

NEP
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when we successfully address issues in neighborhoods in need,
the entire city and the entire region benefits.

U.S. Bank is providing $3,000 seed money to each of the
neighborhoods to help in their community enhancement efforts
and as a call for others to also support the program. U.S. Bank is
stepping up to the plate to help the City of Cincinnati and its
community partners on behalf of the 3,000 US Bank employees
who live, work, give and play in Cincinnati. U.S. Bank applauds
the City for the focused, coordinated effort, and challenge other
businesses and residents who give their time, talent and treasure
to the Neighborhood Enhancement Program. Partnering with
the City on this project will further U.S. Bank’s goal of helping to
revitalize communities in the Cincinnati market.

Donations may be made at any U.S. Bank branch

www.usbank.com/usbanklocations/search.jsp in the Cincinnati
area and may be designated to a particular neighborhood or to
the Neighborhood Enhancement Program overall. Each commu-
nity will help to identify what the funds are most needed for in
their neighborhood such as paint, ladders, flowers, trash cans,
litter sticks, etc. that will help improve the cleanliness, beauty,
safety and quality of their neighborhood. Keep Cincinnati
Beautiful (KCB) will administer the funds to each neighborhood.
KCB is coordinating volunteers and donations. KCB can be
reached at (513) 352-4380 or
www.keepcincinnatibeautiful.org to make a donation or to
sign up to volunteer.

* Note— The dates for the Westwood NEP will be May 15
to August 15. The planning will begin this month. Please
come to WCA meetings to participate.




